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Robert's affliction was obviously aware of the battery of
covert glances directed towards her and was revelling in
the sensation while maintaining an outward expression of
indifference. The two young Indian couples who had fused
her tirade were superb. It is incredible that at least one of
them did not know perfectly well what she was saying. The
chances are that all four understood every word. If so,
they were ornaments lost to the theatrical profession. Not
a flicker of an eyelid, or a modification in the tone and level
of their light-hearted chatter, indicated comprehension. It
was an example of forbearance worthy of the widest
emulation.
Unfortunately, Indians as a whole are not given to ignoring
real or imagined affronts. Perhaps as assurance grows, they
will be less prone to find offence where none was intended ;
but for the present they are easily needled. It behoves the
stranger to move and speak with the utmost circumspection
if he or she wishes to avoid friction ; all of which does help
to make the social life difficult.
On the other hand, excuses can be found even for the
minority of Europeans who are rude and intolerant, Then-
world has been turned upside down in a period of months.
In post offices, banks, shops and other public places, they
are not infrequently subjected to displays of bad manners
and rudeness which they would not be called upon to
tolerate in their own countries. To someone revisiting the
country, the petty annoyances and near-insults inseparable
from existence for the foreigner in India to-day are not
serious. They fall into perspective as disproportionate
expressions of an attempt to live down a tradition of servility.
But to those who have not been able to assume the position
of sitting on the outside, looking in, they must be galling
to the point of fury.
Differences of custom are always hard to reconcile. It
is purely a matter of habit and opinion as to whether the
Indian fashion of using the fingers and a portion of chapattie